
 

Ochratoxin-A (OTA) Fact Sheet 

 

 
Background Information: Ochratoxin-A (OTA) may be associated with problems in silages, since Penicillium 
and Aspergillus are prevalent storage molds. Can co-contaminate feedstuffs with other Penicillium toxins, such 
as, Citrinin, Patulin, Roquefortine C, Mycophenolic Acid (MPA), and Cyclopiazonic Acid. 
 
Major crops affected: Corn, Barley, Wheat, & Rye, and their associated silages. Penicillium is a major silage 
mold and may be a greater silage problem because it grows at a lower pH than do other molds. 
 
Associated Mold: Penicillium sp. and Aspergillus sp. 
 
Conditions favoring production: Penicillium is a major silage mold and may be a greater silage problem 
because it can grow at lower pH than do other molds. Considered to be more prevalent from a storage mold 
situation, rather than field/growing condition mold situation. 
 
Symptoms: Impaired kidney function/damage, liver damage (fatty liver), enteritis, necrosis of lymph nodes, 
and possibly blood in urine. Reduced feed intakes and performance. Inhibition of protein synthesis. 
Carcinogenic effects. 
 
Interpretation Guidelines: 

Detection 
Limit 

Concern Level* 
(TRDM) 

Potentially Harmful Level** (TRDM) 

Cattle Swine 

1.1 ppb 250 ppb 5,000-9,000 ppb 700-1,500 ppb 
*Level indicating possible favorable conditions for mycotoxins and probable need for further testing of all feeds or the TMR. Pending further tests, 

negative samples should be considered at concern levels in the presence of moderate symptoms and at harmful levels with marked symptoms. Limit 

amounts fed if moderate performance effects are present. Discontinue use at least temporarily if pronounced performance effects or acute clinical 

symptoms are present. Closely observe animals and continue checking for other possible causes. 

**Mycotoxins at these levels indicate probable involvement in performance effects or acute clinical symptoms. Discontinue feeding at least 

temporarily in the presence of either type of symptoms. Observe animals closely in the absence of syptoms and do further testing of all feeds or the 

TMR. 

 

TRDM = Total Ration Dry Matter 

 
Dairyland Lab Packages that include Ochratoxin-A: 

• Individual Mycotoxin request    

• Mycotoxin Basic Package 

• Mycotoxin Select Package 

• Mycotoxin Complete Package 
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